
Export Smarter with GACC 
Registration: Process, Documents & 
Fees  

 

Expanding your food business into the Chinese market presents tremendous opportunities, 
but it also requires strict compliance with import regulations. One of the most important 
requirements for food exporters is GACC registration. Without proper registration, eligible 
food products may not be permitted for import into China. 

Whether you are a manufacturer, processor, or exporter, understanding the GACC 
registration process is essential for smooth international trade. This guide explains 
everything you need to know, including eligibility, required documents, registration fees, 
timelines, and how Agile Regulatory can help simplify the entire process. 

What is GACC Registration? 
GACC registration refers to the registration of overseas food manufacturers with the 
General Administration of Customs of China (GACC). The authority regulates the import of 
food products into China to ensure they meet safety, quality, and traceability requirements. 

After successful approval, businesses receive a GACC certificate and a unique GACC 
registration number, which may be required for customs clearance and product labeling, 
depending on the product category and applicable regulations. 

If your business exports eligible food products to China, obtaining GACC certification is an 
important compliance requirement before shipments can enter the Chinese market. 

https://www.agileregulatory.com/service/gacc-registration


Why is GACC Certification Important? 
China has one of the world's largest food import markets, but it also has stringent regulatory 
standards. GACC certification demonstrates that your manufacturing facility complies with 
the applicable Chinese food safety requirements. 

Some of the key benefits include: 

●​ Enables eligible food exports to China. 
●​ Builds confidence among Chinese importers. 
●​ Enhances product credibility in international markets. 
●​ Supports regulatory compliance. 
●​ Reduces the risk of shipment delays or rejection. 
●​ Improves long-term export opportunities. 

Who Needs GACC Registration? 
Businesses involved in manufacturing or processing food products intended for export to 
China may require GACC registration. This generally includes: 

●​ Food manufacturers 
●​ Food processing units 
●​ Seafood exporters 
●​ Dairy product manufacturers 
●​ Meat processing facilities 
●​ Beverage manufacturers 
●​ Grain and agricultural product exporters 
●​ Spice and processed food manufacturers 

The exact registration route depends on the product category and the applicable GACC 
regulations. 

GACC Registration Process 
Understanding the GACC registration process helps businesses prepare accurate 
documentation and avoid unnecessary delays. 

Step 1: Determine Eligibility 

Identify whether your product category falls under mandatory GACC registration 
requirements. 

Step 2: Prepare Documents 

Collect all required documents, certifications, manufacturing details, and compliance 
records. 



Step 3: Application Submission 

Submit the registration application through the appropriate registration channel as prescribed 
by GACC. 

Step 4: Authority Review 

The submitted application and supporting documents are reviewed by the relevant 
authorities. 

Step 5: Approval 

Once approved, the business receives its GACC certificate along with the official GACC 
registration number. 

Step 6: Export Compliance 

After approval, exporters should ensure that packaging, labeling, and shipment 
documentation comply with applicable Chinese import requirements. 

Documents Required for GACC Registration 
The documentation requirements may vary depending on the product category, but 
commonly requested documents include: 

●​ Business Registration Certificate 
●​ Manufacturing License 
●​ Food Safety Management Certificates 
●​ Product Information 
●​ Manufacturing Process Details 
●​ Factory Layout 
●​ Quality Control Documents 
●​ HACCP or ISO Certifications (where applicable) 
●​ Export-related licenses 
●​ Product Labels 
●​ Declaration Forms 
●​ Supporting compliance documents 

Submitting complete and accurate documents significantly improves the chances of timely 
approval. 

GACC Registration Fees 
There is no fixed government fee that applies universally to every applicant because costs 
depend on various factors, including: 

●​ Product category 



●​ Number of manufacturing facilities 
●​ Documentation requirements 
●​ Translation requirements 
●​ Professional consultancy services 
●​ Compliance preparation 

Businesses should evaluate the complete compliance cost before initiating the registration 
process. 

Understanding the GACC Registration Number 
Once the application is approved, the applicant receives a unique GACC registration 
number. 

This number serves as an official identifier for the registered manufacturing facility and is 
important for regulatory compliance. Depending on the applicable requirements, it may also 
be required on product labels and export documentation. 

Businesses should ensure that the registration number is used correctly to avoid 
customs-related issues. 

GACC Registration Login 
Applicants can manage registration-related activities through the official GACC registration 
login portal, where applicable. The portal is generally used for activities such as: 

●​ Checking application status 
●​ Updating registration details 
●​ Managing renewal or modification requests 
●​ Accessing registration records 

Businesses should maintain accurate login credentials and keep their registration 
information up to date. 

GACC Registration List 
After successful approval, eligible manufacturers may appear on the official GACC 
registration list, depending on the product category and applicable publication practices. 

Chinese importers often verify supplier registration through the official list before initiating 
business transactions. Therefore, maintaining valid registration helps improve business 
credibility and facilitates smoother trade. 

Common Challenges During Registration 
Many exporters experience delays because of: 



●​ Incomplete documentation 
●​ Incorrect product classification 
●​ Regulatory misunderstandings 
●​ Translation errors 
●​ Inconsistent manufacturing records 
●​ Missing compliance documents 

Working with experienced professionals can help minimize these issues and improve 
application accuracy. 

Why Choose Agile Regulatory for GACC Registration? 
Obtaining GACC registration requires careful planning, accurate documentation, and a 
thorough understanding of Chinese regulatory requirements. Agile Regulatory provides 
comprehensive support to help exporters complete the registration process efficiently. 

Our services include: 

●​ Eligibility assessment 
●​ Documentation review 
●​ Application preparation 
●​ Regulatory consultation 
●​ Compliance guidance 
●​ Coordination throughout the registration process 
●​ End-to-end application support 

Our experienced professionals stay updated with changing regulatory requirements and help 
businesses navigate every stage of the registration process with confidence. 

Whether you are exporting processed foods, seafood, dairy products, spices, beverages, or 
agricultural products, Agile Regulatory focuses on delivering reliable compliance solutions 
tailored to your business needs. 

Conclusion 
Entering the Chinese food market requires more than quality products—it requires regulatory 
compliance. Completing GACC registration is an essential step for eligible exporters 
looking to establish a successful presence in China. 

Understanding the registration requirements, preparing accurate documentation, and 
following the proper process can significantly improve approval timelines and reduce 
compliance risks. With expert assistance from Agile Regulatory, businesses can simplify 
the registration journey and focus on expanding their international exports with confidence. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

1. What is GACC registration? 

https://www.agileregulatory.com/blogs/gacc-registration


GACC registration is the registration of eligible overseas food manufacturers with the 
General Administration of Customs of China for exporting specified food products to China. 

2. What is a GACC certificate? 

A GACC certificate confirms that the applicant's registration has been approved in 
accordance with applicable Chinese import regulations. 

3. What is the GACC registration number? 

The GACC registration number is the unique identification number assigned to an 
approved manufacturing facility after successful registration. 

4. How long does the GACC registration process take? 

The timeline varies depending on the product category, documentation quality, and 
regulatory review by the concerned authorities. 

5. How can I access the GACC registration login portal? 

Eligible applicants can access the official GACC registration login portal to check 
application status, manage registration information, and perform other permitted activities. 

6. Can Agile Regulatory assist with GACC registration? 

Yes. Agile Regulatory offers end-to-end assistance for GACC registration, including 
documentation, application preparation, compliance guidance, and professional consultancy 
to help businesses complete the registration process efficiently. 
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